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Crisham & Kubes, Ltd. joined with Schuyler Roche, P.C. 
on April 1, 2009 to form Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, 
P.C.   Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, P.C.  is a full service 
firm with practice areas concentrating in litigation, 
business and estate management. 
 
A team of attorneys working with Jeffrey T. Kubes, for 
the past 20 years, have focused their practice on the 
representation of design professionals, as well as 
owners/developers and contractors of all tiers.  These 
attorneys have extensive experience in jury trials, 
appellate work, arbitrations, mediations, and other 
methods of dispute resolution. 
 
Litigation is a cornerstone of Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, 
P.C.  The aggressive prosecution and defense, timely and 
cost-efficient resolution and assiduous representation will 
never wane. In addition, the firm offers a broad spectrum 
of professional services to business entities and owners, 
including business formation, joint ventures, purchase and 
sale transactions, finance, tax planning, labor issues, 
employee benefits, real estate, estate planning and wealth 
management.   
 
Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, P.C. is committed to 
providing personal and responsive services while working 
closely with its clients to establish realistic goals, budgets 
and strategies that maximize results for the client, yet 
control costs. 
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Directions 
 

From the North 
Take I-294 (Tri-State Tollway) South to 22nd 
Street/Cermak Road.  Take a left on 22nd Street and 
go 3 traffic stoplights to Kroc Drive.  Take a left on 
Kroc Drive and take a left at the first stop sign.  Go 
straight ahead past the next stop sign.   
 

From the South 
Take I-294 (Tri-state Tollway) North to I-88 West.  
Exit I-88 at 22nd Street (which is the first exit after 
the toll booth).  At stoplight which is 22nd Street, turn 
right.  Go 2 stoplights to Jorie Blvd.  Turn right on 
Jorie Blvd. At the third stoplight take a left on Kroc 
Drive.  At the first stop sign take a left.  At the next 
stop sign go straight.   
 

From the East  
Take I-290 (Tri-state Tollway) West to I-88 West.  
Exit I-88 at 22nd Street.  At the first stoplight after the 
toll booth, turn right onto 22nd Street and go 2 
stoplights to Jorie Blvd.  Turn right on Jorie Blvd. At 
the third stoplight take a left on Kroc Drive.  At the 
first stop sign take a left.  At the next stop sign go 
straight. 
 

From the West  
Take I-88(E-W Tollway) East to Midwest Rd.  Take 
a left the the stoplight to 31st St.  Take a left onto 31st 
St.  Take 31st St. to Jorie Blvd.  Take a left onto Jorie 
Blvd. to the first stoplight.  Take a right onto Kroc 
Drive.  At the first stop sign take a left.  At the next 
stop sign go straight.  
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FEATURED SEMINAR SPEAKERS 
 

Jeffrey T. Kubes is a member of the Board of Directors of 
Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, P.C.  Mr. Kubes has primarily 
concentrated his practice in the representation of architects, 
engineers in a wide variety of disputes and claims in 
mediation, arbitration and litigation.  His trial experience 
includes several verdicts in Cook County and the collar 
counties.  Mr. Kubes has taught trial advocacy and related 
skills to law students and practicing attorneys at seminars 
sponsored by various organizations.  He is the author of 
several articles and frequently presents on topics related to 
design professional liability and construction law.  Mr. 
Kubes obtained his J.D. degree with honors from N.I.U. 
College of Law in 1981.   
 
Jean M. Prendergast is a shareholder at Schuyler, Roche 
& Crisham, P.C. She has tried complex jury cases to 
verdict, and successfully has briefed and argued numerous 
cases before state and federal courts of review.  Ms. 
Prendergast represents businesses and professionals 
including lawyers, accountants, architects, engineers and 
insurance producers.   Ms. Prendergast also served as a 
judicial law clerk for Justice McMorrow of the Illinois 
Supreme Court and for Justice Theis of the Illinois 
Appellate Court.  Ms. Prendergast will be the President of 
the Appellate Lawyer’s Association in June 2010.  Ms. 
Prendergast is a graduate of Loyola University, Chicago 
School of Law.      
 
Thomas W. Mulcahy is a partner at Schuyler, Roche & 
Crisham, P.C. and is a civil litigator whose experience 
includes trials and appellate matters.  He was recently 
named as one of Illinois’ Rising Stars for 2009.  Mr. 
Mulcahy’s areas of practice includes the defense of design 
professionals in a wide range of disputes from contract 
negotiation to litigating multi-million dollar lawsuits.   
 
Lauren Evans DeJong is a shareholder of Schuyler, Roche 
& Crisham, P.C. where her primary areas of practice 
include estate planning, asset protection and trust 
administration.  She works with individuals and their 
families assisting them in areas related to transferring and 
preserving wealth, business succession, taxation, planning 
for disability, special needs and health care coverage.  This 
includes the preparation and implementation of wills, 
trusts, disability documents, marital property agreements 
and charitable gifting documents.  Ms. DeJong also helps 
clients with the administration of decedents’ estates and the 
estates of disabled persons in probate court.  Ms. DeJong 
received her J.D. degree from Northwestern University 
School of Law, Chicago, Illinois. 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

I. Introduction and Case Study Format 
Jeffrey T. Kubes Moderator 

 
II. Avoiding On-The-Job Risks That 

Can Lead to High Verdict Exposure: 
A Case Study   

 Jean M. Prendergast  
 
III.  Providing for Your Continued 

Existence:  Before and After a High 
Verdict 

 John P. O’Malley 
• Tips and strategies for maximizing 

your sources of protection. 
 
IV.  Analyzing Your Current Structure:  

A Case Study 
 Lauren E. DeJong  
 Frank D. Zaffere  
 Douglas A. Hanson 

• A panel discussion:  Redesigning 
your business to protect you and 
your family’s assets. 

 
V. Insuring Your Succession is 

Protected and the Professional 
Liability Insurance Policy  

 Melissa S. Roberts 
 
VI. Managing Your Risk – New Illinois 

Law Affecting Design Professionals 
 Thomas W. Mulcahy 

• Update – recent changes that affect 
day to day operations.   

 
VII. Stump the Panel 

Jeffrey T. Kubes 
• Q & A session – Open topics 

 
 
 

 
 
Frank D. Zaffere is a partner at Schuyler Roche & 
Crisham, P.C.  Mr. Zaffere’s practice is concentrated in the 
area of business law and includes business formations and 
reorganizations, contract negotiations, finance, mergers and 
acquisitions and regulatory matters.  Mr. Zaffere earned a 
B.B.A., cum laude, from the University of Notre Dame and 
a J.D. from Georgetown University.  
 
Douglas A. Hanson is a member of the Board of Directors 
of Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, P.C. and has been 
practicing in the areas of commercial and residential real 
estate , general corporate, estate tax planning, probate and 
trust administration, condominiums and tax law for over 20 
years. He represents owners and developers of single 
family, townhome and multi-family residential properties 
and commercial and industrial facilities from real estate 
acquisition to zoning, construction and sales of completed 
properties. Mr. Hanson, a Certified Public Accountant, 
received his J.D. degree with high honors from IIT, 
Chicago-Kent College of Law, valedictorian, and served as 
Editor-in-Chief of the Law Review.  He is a member of the 
Order of the Coif.  
 
Melissa S. Roberts, AAI, Vice President, Euclid Insurance 
Agencies, Itasca, IL.  Melissa has been successfully helping 
design firms avoid claims, manage their risks and purchase 
Professional Liability insurance since 1984.  She has served 
as President of a/e ProNet – a national organization of 
Architects and Engineers Professional Liability brokers, the 
AIA Northeast Illinois Chapter awarded her their 2000 
Service Award for Outstanding Affiliate Member, and her 
recent articles, The Big Switch – Look Before You Leap 
When Changing Insurance Companies and Reporting 
Claims and Potential Claims Under Professional Liability 
Insurance Policies , were published by AIArchitect and are 
included in the AIA’s Best Practice feature.  Visit her on 
the web at www.euclidinsurance.com/ae.  
 
John P. O’Malley is a Shareholder at Schuyler, Roche & 
Crisham, P.C.  Mr. O’Malley has significant litigation 
experience in federal and state courts in Illinois and 
throughout the nation. Mr. O’Malley has extensive 
experience in the representation of insurance companies 
and their insureds in litigation involving insurance 
coverage disputes, with particular emphasis in disputes 
design professionals and construction claims. Mr. O’Malley 
graduated with honors from The DePaul University College 
of Law in 1991, and is a member of the Order of the Coif.   
 
 

 


